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Ground: This is the amount previously approved by the synod of 1969
but left uncollected because no worker was on the field. —Adapted

2. Synod request the classical Home Mission committee of classis Cadil-
lac in consultation with the Highland consistory to thoroughly study and
yeview the Marion project to determine if there is sufficient potential
in this feld to warrant continued involvernent of the board through the
Grant-in-Aid.

Ground: The decision of the Board of Home Missions to phase out
their support of this project by the end of 1971 would appear warranted
m view of the apparent lack of growth, the close proximity of at least
three other Christian Reformed churches, and the character of the grant-
m-aid program as femporary help to the "churches. —Adopied

3. Synod declare this to be its answer to Owerture 27, —Adopted

I11. Tue Lvree Socrery, Inc.

A. Matenial: Agenda Report 29, {See Supplement 29).

B. Recommendations:

1. Synod grant the privilege of the floor to Dr. Roger Hamstra, mem-
ber of the Board of Directors, when their report s under mnsiie;atiur;

—Adopre

2. Synod place The Luke tety, Inc. on the approved list of non-
denominational causes recommended for financial support.

Grounds:

a. The need for medical equipment at the Rehoboth Christian Hos-
pital which the Luke Society operales at synod’s behest,

bh. The care of indigent patients at the Rehoboth Christian Hospital.

:ﬁ:dndupunmtufaﬂuh:ﬂﬂmmny&hnhrdu m to
assist in staffing the Rehoboth Christian ' Prjrﬂnnplsd

3. Synod take grateful recogmition of the a-:ili‘mﬂ'uel-uheﬁﬂml';r
18 investigating the formulation of new programs dealing with drug abuse,
inner-city medical clinics, and rural medical programs, ete. —Adopied

4. Synod commend the Luke Socety for ite work. —Adopted

(Home Mission Matters continued m Art. 109).

ARTICLE 5%

The advisory committee, Ecumenical Matters, of. Arts. 65, 72, Rev.
M. Doombes reporting, presents:
ReLamons wirte THE GErREFoRMEERDE KEREEN IN NEDERLAND

A. Matenals:

1. Report of Inter-Church Relations Committee; Agenda Report 23,
IIT; and 23-A with Af}mm:lm {See Supplements 23, 23.A).

2, Report of our fraternal delegate to the Gereformeerde Kerken in
Nederland : Agenda R t 40. {See Supplement 40).

3. Overture 6 from classis Grandville,

#. Overture 45 from the Neerlandia Christian Reformed Church,

B. Background:

The synod of 1969 instructed the commitiee on Inter-Church Relations
to consider “whether any of the changes which have occurred in the
Gereformeerde Kerken (Synodaal) would warrant a © in our re-
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lationship to these Churches and to advise the next synod of its findings™
{Acts 1969, V, B, 2, p. 55).

The Inter-Church Committes reports “that it has serious reservations
concerning reported developments in our sister-church in the Netherlands,
especially with regard to the deviations as a resuilt of the new hermeneutic,
which are s.&'.mingl}r condoned.” They recommend “that symod address a
letter of admonition, in the spirit of a concerned sister-church, to the
Gereformeerde Kerken, calling this fact to their attention.” {See Supple-
ments 23, 23-A).

The extensive report af our fraternal delegate to the synod of the Ge-
reformeerde Eerken in Nederland, professor Martin Woudstra, gives a
comprehensive picture of the theological situation in our sister church in
the Netherlands, (See Supplement 40).

Classis Grandville overtures synod to seriously examine the adwvisability
of continuing our sister-church relationship with the Gerefoermeerde
Kerken, WhBie the members of classis see danger in continuing this re-
lationship because our pulpits are open to ministers of our sister church,
they seemn especially disturbed because the Gereformeerde Kerken ha'l.rt
joined the World Council of Churches contrary to the requested advice
of our synod of 1967,

The consistory of the Neerlandia Christian Reformed Church requests
an alteration in our sister-church relationship with the Gereformeerde
Kerken until such a time as the differences between the two denomina-
tions can be resolved, They see a danger in the fact that at present our
pulpits are open to each other's ministers, that our ministers are eligible
for calls from each other’s churches, and that we accept each other's
church membership certificates. Therefore they ask that our relationship
be limited to correspondence, contacts throvgh synodical committees, and
the sending of fraternal delegates to major assemblies,

C. Recommendations:

1. That synod authorize the Inter-Church Relations Committes to
continue its inguiry into and evaluation of recent theﬁ]ﬂg;i-l:.&] trends 10
our sister church in the Netherlands and to advise the next synod whether
or not such trends warrant a change in our relationship to these churches.

Cronds:

a. Our rules for church correspondence require that we take heed
mutually lest there be deviation from Reformed principles in doctrine,
worship, and discipline.

b. There 1 Emw:ing concern in our church about recent ﬂjmkrgi-l:a]
trends in our sister church in the Metherlands and about the effect of
these trends on our relationship with these churches. —Adapted

2. That aynod send the following letter, in the spirit of a concerned
sister church, to the Gereformeerde Kerken.

Diear Brethren:

Grestings in Christ’s name, As your sister church we wish to address to
you eertain guestions and comments concerning recent thealogical develop-
menis in your communion. In se doing, we are concemed for you, that you
may be fzithful w the Reformed heritage the Lord has given vou. We are
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concerned for oursclves as well, since ouor dster-church relationship links
our name o vours, and comimits us to the free exchange of membership
certificates and ministers, And we are concerned for that witness o the
world which we share with each other,

We are concerned for soundness of doctrine in our sister communion. In
kaeping with the agreement we have made with each other it is proper that
we should communicate that concern to you, While we recognize that there
iz some latitude in the Incerpretation of docirinal and theological guestions,
we hzve a ready print of reference in the Reformed Confessions and in the
Formula of Bubscription by which we bind owrselves io support and main-
tamn those conlestions.

We recognize the fact that the confessions are open to amendment in the
light of God's Ward, This, we agree, is to be done by way of gravamen and
muteal agreement ameng the churches of a given commaunion. In this
respect, we would simply remind vou that if a church makes alterations in
one of its cresds or redefines the binding character of the creeds, contsct
ought to be made with those sister churches which subseribe (o the same
creeds. While the sister-church relation remains, what you do aflecs vs,

We are also comcerned with other guestions which have not been the sub-
ject of gravamen procesdings. We are not in a position either to pass fuds-
ment or tn render defiritive advice on the questions, At this moment we
would only ask you, our sister church, to consider seriously and praverfully
whether you are harboring within your minsiry views which contradict or
call into question basic emphases of the confessions,

These are matiters of concoern for 118 meni |:||1|1.r 'h-rr.:un-c 1|1-|:1.| have .:I.F'I.'.ll'_tﬂd
our sister church, but because similar questions are past and parcel of the
theclagical ehmate in which we ourselves are living. It ¥ pardcularly im-
portant that nothing shall beclond that view of Scripture which is integral
io Reformed theology, We bBelieve without question all things eontained in
the smered and canonical writings, Thig, we have always held together with
vou, i the spring from which all the points of docirine in the confessbons
Tlaw.

We recognize the complexity of the problems with which modern theolo-
gical research deals In  this area. As you may know, we have appointed a
caommitte=e on Biblical Auwthority which is smdying the problem inmbeed in
the recent theological developments mentioned above. This commities will
report to next year’s symod. However, in view of the clear creedal commit.
ment which both you and we have made, and in view of the far-reaching
condequences which a deviation on this score might l=ad to, we would serd-
r.nl.:]'p ]r_,r before vou these guestions; (1] Are the Gereformeerde Berken
in Mederfand safisfied thar theological positions which question the hiswori-
city of Adam and the historical reliabifity of the Gospel accounts are in
harmony with the confessions, and compatible with subscription to them?
(27 Are the Gerelormeerde Kerken in MNederland prepared to take disci-
plinary action, if necessary, o ensure that the subscription to the creeds does
not becoms & dead leceer ?

We urge you in love to deal seriously with this matter. We respectfully
request vou fo respond to our communication, and to indicate to us the
steps which are being taken to preserve the purity and unity of the Be-
fu:urmr.n:t m11m1rnil-|.l J:md EI!I witns=sg to I;|1r, wm’]-d, '!l"nur fraternal ﬂl-:lfﬂ'ﬂr.: tm
our synads have repeatedly asured us in recent years that it i3 your conearn
to discover what it mezns to ke a church in our day, We can only endaorse
this ohjective and wish you well in such a search, In fact, we would join
vou in i, in the hope that we might learn from each other. Bat if in the
process of seeking we should lose the power of the Word of God, we would
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have done irreparable damage both to ourselves and to the world in which
wes are to witness to the mighty acts of God.
With Christian greetings,

Bincersly yours,
—Adapted
5. That syned declare this to be its answer to overture § and 45,
—Adopted
{ Eeumenical Matters continued in Art. 167).

ARTICLE 104

The advisory committee, Church Order I, of. Art. 45, Rev. J. C.
Medendorp reporting, presents:

I. NaTtunrg axp ExteENT oF BreLicat. AUTHORITY

A. Materal: Agenda Report 16, (See Supplement 16).

B. Recommendation: That synod take note of the work of the com-
mitlee on the Nature and Extent of Biblical Authority and assure the
commitiee of its continuing interest and prayers as it continues with it
study and drafts its report. —Adopted

(See Art. 171, VII, F, for committee personnel).

I1. Commrrree on Biere TrANSLATION

A, Material: Agenda Report 27 (See Supplement 27).

B. Recommendation: TJEat Synod take note of the work of the com-
mittee on Bible Translation and assure the committee of its continuing
intersqt and prayers as it continues with itz study and drafrs its report.

(See Art. 171, VII, F, for committee personnel ). —Adopted
I11. Apmission To THE MimwsTey Via ARTICLE 7 OF THE CHURCEH
CIRDER

A Material: Agenda Report 4 (See Supplement 4).

B. Observations:

1. The Reformed Churches have always emphasized the need for a
thorough theological training for its ministers of the Word and Sacra-
ments. The completion of a satisfactory theological training shall be
required for admission to the ministry of the Word. {Art. Ga)

Exceptional gifts must he present in the case of those who do not
follow the normal way into the ministry. Yet, these exceptional gll;'r,s are
not sufficient reason, by themselves, to warrant ordination to the ministry.

3, The sue of ‘need’ or urgent need’ has given rise to differences of
opinion, We believe that the need must be judged in the context of the

hole denomination, The very fact that the synodical deputies are to be
prcaa:nt at the examinations reveal the denominational character of the
reed,

C., Recommendations:

1. That Synod declare Article 7 1]:Il'_'l'FII:I.'.EI.l:I!."E for the ministry in the
church while 2 Reformed theclogical training is available,

Grounds:

2. The emphasis should be placed on a well trained ministry.

b. “Urgent need” for other than well-trained ministers is impaossible
to establish while our own Theelogical Seminary i8 available for the train-
ing of ministers.



